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Because of the possibilities for multiplication inherent in the grid form, a basic and seemingly
unlimited vocabulary was at LeWitt's disposal. In 1966 he began to work in serial form and
produced multipart pieces of finite order but infinite complexity. The first serial piece, Serial/ Project
No. 1 (ABCD), composed of four sets of nine sections, was based on placing one form within
another, with variations, in two and three dimensions. Progression moved from the delicate tracery
of squares and rectangles on a grid base to the gradual integration of solid shapes, until the final
set of block forms stood in solemn grandeur. The following year he exploited the numerous
variations in three-dimensional open and closed cubes in as many as sixty-three different examples.
In another important serial piece of 1974, Variations of Incomplete Open Cubes, he assembled 122
variations on the linear structure of a cube; here the piece progressed from the fundamental
three-bar form to the penultimate one of eleven bars (twelve completing the cube). The viewer
becomes fascinated and intrigued with the task of mentally filling in the missing bars along the
course of the planned progression. LeWitt's interest in repetition led him to subtly refine the placing
of a cube inside a larger cube. In his Cubes with Hidden Cubes one sees five identical solid cubes
on five flat bases. Only from the markings on the bases of the area of the successively smaller
cubes can one guess that there may actually be fifteen cubes in this five-part piece! In effect, only
the first cube is empty. Inside the other four are one, two, three, and four cubes, respectively.
[Legg, A. (Ed). (1978). Sol LeWitt. Museum of Modern Art]
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